WALKER BOOKS

STORY TIME KIT
term three & four 2021
It is our pleasure to present our second Walker Books Read to Us! Story Time
Kit for 2021. This kit contains simple and entertaining activities to be used in
conjunction with our books. Each activity is designed to foster the skills that
lead to early reading success in children.
Our term three and four 2021 Story Time Kit showcases four delightful books
filled with themes of acceptance, family, new experience, friendship, teamwork,
celebrations, Australian wildlife and more. For each title, we offer activities
aimed at boosting children’s narrative skills, letter knowledge, print awareness,
vocabulary, print motivation, or phonological awareness – but most of all, their
enthusiasm for literature.
Have fun!

books featured in this story time kit

Maxine

Bob Graham
9781406387636
September 2021

Swim, Little Wombat,
Swim!
Charles Fuge
9781760653538
September 2021

Winston and the
Indoor Cat
Leila Rudge
978176 0 6526 0 9
October 2021

An Aussie Christmas
Gum Tree
Jackie Hosking
Nathaniel Eckstrom
9781760652715
October 2021

This Story Time Kit was written by Rebecka Sharpe Shelberg.
Rebecka is a librarian, children’s author and general book enthusiast, who lives in
Sydney, Australia, with her bearded husband, three small mischievous children, two
fluffy dogs and a bearded dragon. Though she is obsessed with books of all kinds, she
is particularly enamoured with picture books and would happily spend an entire
day (and a year’s salary) in a good bookstore. Her first picture book, Reflection, was
a CBCA Notable book for 2017.
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Themes
Acceptance

Family

Heroes/heroines

Exploring the Story
Babies are born all the time around the world. But
there is nothing quite as exciting as welcoming a new
baby into your own family. Encourage the children to
share with the group their own experiences of having
a new baby in the family, be it a sibling, a cousin or
even a close family friend. How did they feel? What
did they think the baby would be like? Did they form
any expectations?
Discuss with the group what expectations are and what
kind of expectations we might form while waiting to
meet a new baby. This can include an expectation of
gender or expectations of physical attributes (i.e. hair
and eye colour, will they frown the same way as Dad does or laugh like their sibling does).
It can also include expectations of interests, abilities, skills or personality traits, though we
generally have to wait a bit longer to see how these develop.
Even before they knew if she was a girl or a boy, Maxine’s family knew she had a mask and was a
superhero. She comes from a long line of superheroes. Ask the children if they think the family
were shocked that she had a mask already or do they think the family would have been more
shocked if she didn’t have a mask? Looking at the first illustrations, what other expectations do
you think they would have had about Maxine (i.e. she’d have red hair? That she would fly?)
Read the story again slowly and ask the children to put up their hand each time they see an
expression of expectation from Maxine’s family, point out any that they miss (i.e. her baby gifts
of knitted cape and leather boots, her pairing with the only other super kid when she starts
school, the Lightings-Thunderbolt portrait wall etc).
Ask the children how they think all those expectations from all those people made Maxine
feel. Have they ever felt a similar way? Discuss how expectations can be good and bad (or even
neutral) in different circumstances. Make a few statements and ask the children to identify if
they are good, bad or neutral expectations (i.e. I expect the school bell to ring at home time,
my teacher expects me to get every question correct on this test, my parents expect me to eat
broccoli for dinner, I expect to get lots of presents on my birthday).
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Now ask the children if Maxine had any of her own expectations. Whose expectations are more
important, Maxine’s or her family’s? It takes some time for Maxine to decide who she wants to
be and it takes some time for her family to understand and accept it. Ask the group to identify
what ways Maxine’s family members show their support for her. And later in the story, how
does Maxine show her support for someone else trying to find who they want to be?

Superpowered Family

Activities

Imagine you and your family members all had super powers. Would you all have the same
powers or would each family member have a different strength? Would you all dress the
same like Maxine’s family or have different costumes? Would you be a family of HEROES or
VILLAINS? Draw your superpowered family on the template provided.

Exciting Expectations
If you found out today that you were going to have a new baby in the family, what expectations
do you think you would have? Use the template to write down your thoughts and remember
they can be physical attributes, interests, abilities, skills or personality traits.

Be YourSELF Portrait
When we do a self portrait, we usually create a picture of how we look on the
outside. For this Be YourSELF Portrait, create a picture of yourself and how you view
yourself and who you want to be, regardless of what you actually look like in real life.
Be as creative as you like. Just like Maxine when she took her mask off, this is your
opportunity to show everyone how it feels to be you and who you are inside.
Word Search
Help Maxine and Max find all the words in this word search.

Related Titles

Max
Bob Graham

9781406387742
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My Superpowered Family
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Little Wombat series
Themes
Australian wildlife

Friendship

New experiences

Exploring the Stories
Ask the group by show of hands, who thinks they have
the best mum? There are lots of different ways to show
love, in the story Little Wombat’s Mum looks after him,
protects, teaches, feeds, grooms and challenges him. Ask
the children to take turns sharing some examples of the
things that their mum does that demonstrates her love.
Are there some things that are common between all the
children’s experiences? (If you prefer, you can ask the
group to identify another person in their lives who takes
care of them the same way that Little Wombat’s mother
takes care of him.)
Like lots of kids, Little Wombat loves to adventure.
Throughout all the Little Wombat books, he explores his
surroundings and experiences new things – but he knows
he always has his mum to come home to. She is his safe
place and she is always there when he needs her most. Ask
the group if they think Little Wombat would feel brave
enough to explore and adventure if his mum wasn’t there
to help or comfort him when something went wrong?
Everyone needs a safe place and a safe person to talk to,
usually that is our Mum and Dad. Can the children think
of other people in their own lives that are safe people?
Who are they most likely to turn to if they need comfort
or to help them sort out a difficult problem?
As a group or in pairs use the library resources to find some photos of wombats and compare them
to Charles Fuge’s illustrations. How are they similar? How are they different? Do illustrations
have to look exactly like the thing they are portraying? Can you find any other picture books
with wombat characters in your library resources? What similarities and differences can be seen
between all the different illustrations?
Little wombat’s burrow is in the trunk of a tree. Do you think that real wombats would have a
burrow in the trunk of a tree? As a group, use the library resources to find out more information
about wombats in the wild. What kind of burrow do they live in? What kinds of foods do they
eat (grapes, carrots and apples like in the illustrations?) and what kind of parents are wombats
(i.e. are they attentive parents, how long do they look after their young etc.)?
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‘You’re The Best, _____’ Mini Book

Activities

Use the attached template to make a book about one of your favourite people. Be sure to include
all the things that make this person the best! Cut and fold the template per the instructions,
write their name in the title and then use the prompts to write and illustrate your book!
Wonderful Wombats
Now that you have seen real photos of wombats and a number of different illustrated
wombats, use your knowledge and the template provided to create your own Little Wombat
character. You can spend a little time planning if you like, you might want to think about what
you would like to make similar to real wombats, what you would like to make different and
how you will make your Little Wombat unique.
To extend on this activity, you could write your own little wombat story or poem as well.
Animal Spotting
Charles Fuge’s beautiful illustrations include so many animals. Look through the book at a
slower pace, can you spot all the animals and check them off the list? How many of these
animals have you seen in real life? Draw a picture of your favourite animal in the space provided.

Sticky Mud Painting
In the story, Little Wombat’s Mum shows him “how to draw, with sticky mud upon my paw”. Find
or make some sticky mud of your own. On a piece of paper or a section of concrete footpath
(that you can later clean) use your hands to make your very own sticky mud drawings. Be sure
to take a photo of your muddy masterpiece and wash up thoroughly when you’re all finished!

Related Titles

Sometimes I Like to Curl
Up in a Ball
Charles Fuge
Vicki Churchill
9781760652951

Found You, Little Wombat!
Charles Fuge
Angela McAllister
9781760653491

You’re the Best, Mum!
Charles Fuge
9781760652296

Watch Out, Little Wombat!
Charles Fuge
9781760653484
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WINSTON AND THE INDOOR CAT
Themes
Friendship

Differences

Acceptance

Exploring the Story
Look at the colour palette that Leila Rudge has chosen
throughout the book. Ask the group if they can see a
difference between the indoor cat and the outdoor cat?
What about the indoor and outdoor environments? Why do
they think Leila has chosen to illustrate in this way? How do
the different colours make them feel? What do the colours
tell them about the characters and their surroundings (i.e. do
they feel a sense of adventure looking at the autumnal colours
of the outdoor cat’s environment? Do the blues portray a
sense of calm for the indoor cat and his surroundings?)
Illustrations are such an integral part of picture book
storytelling. Ask the children to consider if there were no
words in this book, do they think they would still be able
to understand all of what is happening in the story? Do the illustrations tell the whole story
or do they think there would be important parts missing without the text? Is there any part
of the story that is only told in the illustrations? What can be learnt from the illustrations that
cannot be learnt from the text? Do both illustrations and text combine to create a deeper
understanding of the characters, their environments and the events that happen in the story?
Ask the class if they noticed at the end of the story that Winston has a collar even though he is
still an outdoor cat (most of the time)? What do they think this means?
Sometimes it can be difficult to understand why somebody lives a certain way, thinks a certain
way or does things a certain way, especially if it’s very different to our own ways of living,
thinking or doing. Winston and the indoor cat show us that it is important to be curious and
even brave, to try new things that we might not have seen or done before. This can allow us to
make new friends and better understand others, even if we don’t always like the same things or
have the same interests. Ask the class to consider if they have a friend that has a different home
life, culture, or interest to them? What do they do to show interest in these differences? What
do they do when they are together with this friend? What things have they learnt through this
friendship and what new things have they been able to introduce to their friend? Do they also
have lots of things in common with this friend?
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Activities

Warm and Cool Palette

Break the group into pairs and ask them to choose an illustration from a picture book (alternatively,
you can assign them a picture or give them a pre-printed outline to colour in depending on their
age level and abilities). Ask one child in each pair to replicate the illustration in a warm palette
and the other child in each pair to replicate it in a cool palette. Once they have finished, bring the
pairs back together to compare their illustrations. What is noticeably different about each pair of
illustrations? Do the colour palettes make them feel differently about the illustrations? Do they
tell different stories?
To extend on this activity, bring the group back together and have each pair present their warm/
cool illustrations to the other children, ask them if they have any other observations they’d like
to share.

Colouring Sheet
Winston’s Rube Goldberg machine
Winston is a very intelligent cat and creates a Rube Goldberg machine to release the
indoor cat from his home, quite a difficult task when you don’t have hands! Examine
the illustrations closely to see how he did it. As a group, can you fashion your own Rube
Goldberg machine to open a door without your hands? Try to use items that you already
have on hand. You may like to do some research on Rube Goldberg machines to get some
ideas.
Cat-pture Yourself
Using the template provided, illustrate yourself as if you were a cat. Are you an adventurous
cat, an indoor cat, or somewhere in between? Do you have a collar? Scruffy or smooth
fur? Are you clean and glossy or shabby and dirty? To help you decide what kind of cat
you might be, have a look at different breeds of cats in books or online. What colour fur
and eyes do you have? Are you patterned, or patchy or plain? Once you have finished
your cat-pture explain your masterpiece to the group.

Related Titles

Gary

Leila Rudge
9781921977008
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Themes
Australian wildlife

Celebrations

Teamwork

Exploring the Story
Writing a rhyming text can be very challenging. As a
group, try to workshop the next verse or two of the
story. What happens next? Where do the animals go
and what do they do? Suggest to the group that they
might like to brainstorm some rhyming words first
and encourage the children to search for a rhyming
dictionary in the library resources or online to help
with this process.
You may also want to explore the rhythm of the
text with the group before getting down to writing
to allow the children to try to match the pace of the
story. Once the extra verse(s) has been written, read
the entire story with your additions back to the group.
What do they think of their team effort? Was it easier
or more difficult than they thought it would be?
To extend this activity, encourage the kids to use their new skills and understanding of rhythm
and rhyme to write their own rhyming story. Remind them to allow themselves plenty of time
as it can be a very difficult task to achieve.
There are a lot of native Australian bird and animal characters in this book, all beautifully
illustrated by Nathaniel Eckstrom. Ask each child if they recognise each of the animals or birds.
Have they seen them in the wild or at a zoo/wildlife park? Do the children know any interesting
facts or information about any of the animals or birds that they would like to share? As a group
or in pairs, choose one of the animals or birds to learn more about and use the physical and
online library collections to conduct some research. Can they find a video? Pictures? Information
on habitat, diet and any other interesting or unique facts?

Activities
Aussie Christmas Garland
Make a beautiful native Christmas garland and bring some of the Aussie Christmas Gum

Tree inside! Collect interesting and colourful leaves, gumnuts and flowers from outside. You will
need to prepare each item to be added to the garland. You can use a small hole punch to make a
hole in each leaf and flower. You can put a dot of glue on each gumnut and secure to a small loop
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of string or if possible, tie a loop of string onto the stem of the nut. Small branches or bunches
of leaves can have a loop of string tied to the base as well.
Once the items have all been prepared, use a darning needle to thread each leaf, flower or
gumnut loop onto a long piece of string or wool. Leave a finger width of space between each
item and once complete, find a space to proudly hang your beautiful Aussie Christmas garland.

Bowerbirds’ Recycled Decorations
Save some items from your recycling to make your own bowerbird inspired Christmas tree
decorations. Bread tags, old pegs, bottle tops, jar lids, buttons, old CDs, and bits of ribbon or
string could all be made into beautiful upcycled Christmas baubles and garlands. Use sequins
and any other items from your craft stash as well, then choose a tree outside and get decorating,
just like the Aussie animals did!

Rhyming Word Match
Draw a line to match the rhyming words.

Aussie Christmas Colour and Collage
Use crayons or coloured pencils to colour in the Aussie Christmas Gum Tree scene. If you have
some bits of coloured string, tinsel and sequins you can decorate your tree just like the animals
did in the story.

Related Titles

An Amazing
Australian Road Trip
Jackie Hosking
Lesley Vamos
9781760650766

Sometimes Cake
Edwina Wyatt
Tamsin Ainslie
9781760654863

Ten Little Figs

Rhian Williams
Nathaniel Eckstrom
9781760654542
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