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Outline:

We hear much about the plight of the bumble bee population and its implications for our planet’s future. This
beautiful picture book makes the story personal and brings a message of hope. A little girl befriends a bee, which
takes her on a journey of discovery and to an action each child can take to aid in conservation. Bee & Me is both a

story of friendship and an introduction to the ecology of the natural world. Alison Jay’s original artwork brings the
story gently to life, pointing up the sadness of a world without bees.

Author/lllustrator Information:

Alison Jay is an acclaimed picture book illustrator. She graduated from the London College of Printing, and has been
a full-time illustrator ever since. She has illustrated a large number of books for children.

How to Use These Notes:

This story works on many levels. The suggested activities are therefore for a wide age and ability range. Please select

accordingly.
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Discussion Questions and Activities:

Bees are very important part of nature. They are a key
part of the pollination process which allows flowers and
other plants to reproduce. They also produce honey and
beeswax. Using the information page at the end of Bee

& Me and other books in your library (such as Nature
Storybooks: Flight of the Honey Bee by Raymond Huber
and Brian Lovelock), gather information about bees and
create a poster that displays interesting facts about bees.
Think about what bees are found where you live, their life
cycle, how to create a bee-friendly garden, etc.

Reading as a Class

Go through the book as a class and without trying to “read”
the story, discuss what is happening on each page. Discuss
the setting, the people, the actions characters are taking,
the use of colour and composition.

Read through as a class with the teacher or librarian
creating the story. Afterwards, ask students if they agreed or
disagreed with the reader’s interpretation.

What does the phrase “the birds and the bees” refer to?
Discuss this in reference to the relationship between the
girl (who is friends with a bee) and the boy (who is usually
shown surrounded by birds). How does this imagery help
the reader understand the relationship between the girl and
the boy?

Go through the book and write words that could appear on
each page on post-it notes. These words could be dialogue
between characters, actions/verbs, thoughts or feelings of
characters, descriptive words/adjectives and descriptions of
events taking place. Use these words as a starting point to
write you own text to accompany the illustrations.

How does Alison Jay show the passing of time in Bee &
Reading in Small Groups Me?

In small groups, have one student “read” the story to the The subtitle for Bee & Me is “A Story About Friendship”.

group. The reader should interpret what is happening in the
illustrations and tell the story creatively when reading to the
group, rather than merely explaining what is happening on

Describe the friendship between the girl and the bee. Have
a class discussion on what friendship means and that it can
mean different things to different people. As a class create

the page. Allow several members of the group to do the a word cloud using words that describe a good friend.

same. Follow this with a class discussion on how there is no

right or wrong interpretation of the illustrations. Further Activities

Visit your school library and find other wordless picture
books (e.g. Journey, Quest and Return by Aaron Becker,
Mirror by Jeannie Baker or Footpath Flowers by JonArno
Lawson and Sydney Smith). Compare these books to Bee
& Me and discuss how the stories are similar and different.
Which style do you prefer? Why?

Exploring the Story

Compare illustrations of the city at the beginning of the
book with illustrations at the end of the book. What has
changed? What message do you think Alison Jay is trying

to give readers?
Write a story about the bee and the girl that could be a

sequel to Bee & Me or fit into into the middle where bee and
the girl are doing activities together while bee is growing.
Check your draft for spelling and grammar. lllustrate your
story.
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